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Each year I look forward to the publication of our Directions
Magazine. I guess you could call me an old girls tragic
because I love to hear about the lives and careers of our
alumnae. What strikes me as amazing is the number of exDanebankians who are leaders in their fields and the range
of areas that they lead in – science, business, the arts, law,
education and medicine, to name just some.
Our Danebank women are to be admired and this Directions
Magazine focuses on and celebrates their contributions. I am
delighted that this is so because I believe very few schools
other than Danebank produce a publication of this kind.
Directions supports an important goal that our Old Girls
Association shares with the school, to celebrate the lives of
our alumnae in all their walks of life.
I look forward to celebrating with more old girls at our
annual August Fest to be held at The Loft, King Street Wharf,
Sydney, on Saturday August 20th. If you haven’t been there
before, they serve a very nice high tea at a reasonable price.
And there’s great company too! Do join us.
Petty Heather, OGA President

On Founders Day this
year, it was my pleasure to
speak about Danebank’s
history. I pointed out that,
in some ways, the school’s
history can be visualised
like a jigsaw puzzle, a
puzzle that seeks to answer
the question - ‘how has
Danebank developed
to have its 21st century
identity?’ I proposed that
each decade of the school’s
history can be viewed as
a piece in the puzzle, and
each piece is a snapshot
that reflects growth and development during one era. When all the
pieces are seen joined together, the full picture of what Danebank
has become is revealed, and the contribution of the people from
each era is celebrated.
Danebank has a fine history. Its hallways and playgrounds have
been peopled by marvellous individuals whose contributions
have made the school what it is today. Mrs Dian Rickards, former
Deputy Principal, was one of those people. Sadly, she passed away
last year, yet one of the important things she said still rings true
– she said that each generation of Danebank girls has benefitted
from the contributions of the decades of girls before them. I know
that Mrs Rickards was very proud of Danebank, past and present.
Our Directions Magazine can be said to reflect a puzzle of a
different kind. It focuses on alumnae who are working on or have
solved the puzzle of ‘what is my personal life’s journey to be?’ In
this issue we celebrate friendships and service and we focus on old
girls whose career paths have taken them into the areas of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics).
He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness
for His name’s sake. Psalm 23:3

Mrs Maryanne Davis, Principal
Mrs Davis’ Founders Day talk can be found online at
www.danebank.nsw.edu.au/the-danebank-difference/welcomefrom-the-principal/principals-motivational-talks/
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It is unfathomable how people can possibly cope with the death
of a child. Yet, this ordeal struck the Gribilas family. Their baby
girl, Konstantina Angelique Gribilas, was just eight month’s old
when she suddenly passed away. The devastation this caused
was immense and it led to her parents, Poppy and Kosta,
deciding to establish a Foundation in their daughter’s name and
to honour her memory by helping others.
Konstantina’s death came as a shock to all her family, including Helena
Bourolias, 2015. Konstantina was Helena’s cousin. “She was a gorgeous
little girl, full of life and laughter,” explained Helena, “but she was rushed
to the Sydney Children’s Hospital at Randwick, where she died of heart
complications.” Despite losing their child, the family acknowledged the
hospital staff. “The doctors and nurses were amazing,” said Helena, “and the
family decided to help.”
Helena, Year 12

Left: Helena with her parents when she received the Valerie Crackanthorp Award for Philanthropy on Founders Day.

Finding a way to help the hospital and other sick children became the focus
of their efforts. They embarked on fundraising projects that would, they
hoped, provide much-needed equipment for the hospital which would, in
turn, help sick children. They were joined by members of their extended
family and friends, and others, in this quest.
There were two major fund raisers organised, a radio marathon and a
dinner. Both events attracted support from businesses, sponsorships,
support from personalities and family members. The Radio Marathon was
held last year in February, on the Greek radio station 2MM. The Dinner,
which was held at Le Montage in Iron Cove Bay, attracted more than 850
people.
“I volunteered to work at the dinner,” explained Helena, “there were many
auctions and silent auctions, live Greek singers, all sorts of things. I helped
with raffle tickets and whatever else they needed on the night. There were
incredible prizes like trips overseas and band merchandise.”
Helena also asked for help at Danebank. “I would take my tin can around
at lunch times asking people to donate to support the Foundation. The Ball
House officials also responded by donating the money that was raised from
the Ball House Talent Quest. It was emotional for me when Maddie, the
House Captain, told the girls about Konstantina.”
The combined efforts of all contributors led to an extraordinary and
unprecedented $399,284 being raised and presented to the hospital. The
staff at Randwick Children’s Hospital were overwhelmed by the size of the
donation.
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Centre: Radio Marathon.
Right: Kosta and Poppy.

“It is incredibly humbling to be able to say the funds raised funded all of
the equipment the ICU was in need of… Your contribution means that we
can continue to provide world class care, using the most up-to-date and
technologically advanced equipment possible.” (Rachel Rodney-College,
Community Fundraising Coordinator).
The funds paid for a major wish-list of equipment:
1 x C-Mac Video Laryngoscope
1 x Post-operative air mattress
2 x Command Monitoring Module
3 x Humidifier and Temperature System
2 x Hand Held Pulse Oximeter
1 x Code Ready Defibrillator and Pacemaker
20 x Syringe Pumps (Critical Care)
5 x Syringe Pump Docking Station
10 x Syringe Pumps
1 x Ventilator (Life-support machine)

Helena said that she was “so proud to be a part of something so big and to
be able to help.”
The good news is that Konstantina’s parents, Poppy and Kosta, now have
newborn twins, a boy and a girl. “Their lives are full,” explained Helena,
but they continue to keep Konstantina’s memory alive. The Konstantina
Angelique Gribilas Foundation still operates as the family continue in their
efforts to help sick children in her name.

“Appreciate your mothers” is the advice given by Charisse
Graber (2005) whose mother died in 2008 of gastro-intestinal
cancer. Charisse described how her family struggled when this
happened. “Mum did everything for us,” she explained,
“and we were devastated.”

Charisse poured her energies at that time into organizing a Ball in honour
of her mother which would raise funds to support cancer research. She
called it the ‘Red Rose Ball’ because that was her mother’s favourite flower.
The first Ball was held in 2009 and it continues as an annual event, held in
September each year. The first ball raised $7358. “I don’t know how I did it
that first year,” said Charisse, “I collapsed after it.”
One of the best things Charisse’s mother, Sandra, did for her was to help her
to set up a Dance and Drama studio. This was Charisse’s dream and Sandra
supported her to make this happen when Charisse was just 17. “Today,
we’ve opened a beautiful new studio in Kogarah,” explained Charisse, who
remains Director of her own ACTiv Elite Performers Studio.
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“At the studio each term,” she explained, “we
organize a fund raiser in support of the Red
Rose Trust.” In recent years the funds raised
from the ‘Sandra Graber Red Rose Ball’ and
other events have gone into this Trust which is
administered by the St George and Sutherland
Shire Hospitals. “It’s a grass roots charity,”
explained Charisse. “In the last three years,
we’ve contributed about $40,000... The funds go
to help people who are struggling to pay their
bills because of illness.”
Charisse said that she has had her eyes opened.
“People apply to the Trust for assistance and
I’ve been shocked by how much some people
struggle when they don’t have financial
backing… We bought a microwave for one
lady who was going to be housebound for a
while after surgery, so the family could cook
some frozen meals. We arranged for them to
have food vouchers too… Some people don’t
have enough money to pay their electricity
bills or they sell their belongings to help pay
for treatment.” Charisse said she is grateful to
have the opportunity to help people to “take
the weight off their shoulders… It’s very, very
rewarding and every cent raised goes into the
Trust.”

Above: Charisse, seated left, was part of a small group
that had their photo taken in the Chapel of the old
Heslop Hall before it was demolished, 2004
Below: Charisse and Sandra in 2005. Charisse was
dressed to perform at Showcase.

Danebank was pleased to present Charisse with
the Valerie Crakanthorp Award for Philanthropy
in 2010. Since then, Charisse has maintained her
passion for the helping others, despite the task
seeming daunting at times. The Red Rose Ball
and the Red Rose Trust are fine tributes to her
mother. Funds raised help others and Charisse
and her family are reminded of Sandra through
their good works.

2016 RED ROSE BALL
Saturday 17 September
Zippos, Merriman Street, Kyle Bay
Old Girls would be most welcome to book a table.
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Historic Appointment
Laura Forsyth (1998) fits the saying - ‘if you
want something done, ask a busy person’. She
is a Senior Associate at Tress Cox Lawyers with
expertise in property law, and in particular,
commercial leasing. Together with Bridgette
Leech (2006), she founded Her Impact, a womens’
networking group that was highlighted in a
previous Directions Magazine. She also attends
the Garrison Church at Millers Point in Sydney.
Now we must congratulate Laura because she
has become the first old girl to be appointed to
the Danebank School Council. In undertaking
this role, she will contribute from her valuable
community, service and career experiences,
to decisions about the future directions of the

school. “It’s an honour,” said Laura when asked
about her new appointment.

Governance
Members of School Council are voluntary
positions. While day to day management of the
school is the responsibility of the Principal, Mrs
Davis, the role of the Council is “to understand
the environment in which we exist, setting
the strategic direction, guiding leadership
appointments, and overseeing the management
and operation of the school from a governance
perspective… We aim to provide a high standard
of education for Danebank students... and work
to guide and govern the School.”(Mr Richard
Sharp, Danebank School Council Chairman).

Carla Gaiety, School Captain
1975 meets Claire Blayney,
School Captain 2016.

The recent 40 year Reunion of Danebank’s 1975 Year group has
led to the Directions editorial team considering the relevance of
friendships for women. We asked the question
“Why are friendships so important to women?”
And we discovered that scientific research has come up with an explanation,
which runs like this:
Scientists have confirmed that womens’ relationships with other women
are good for them. A landmark Harvard Medical School study which looked
at the stresses felt by women, suggests that friendships between women
are special. The study found that stress triggers a ‘hormonal cascade’ in
women and that these brain chemicals actually cause women to maintain
friendships with other women.

40

“Until this study was published, scientists generally believed that when
people experience stress, they trigger hormones that rev the body to either
stand and fight or flee as fast as possible,” explained Dr Laura Klein. “Now,
as a result of their investigations, researchers believe that women have
a larger behavioural repertoire than just fight or flight. In fact,” added Dr
Klein, “it seems that when the hormone oxytocin is released as part of the
stress responses in a woman, it buffers the fight or flight response and
encourages her to tend children and gather with other women instead.”*

YEARS

* ‘UCLA Study On Friendship Among Women’ An alternative to fight or flight by Gale Berkowitz
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So there you are – strong friendships are natural
for women. Friendships calm and nourish them
and this is a response to their biology. In the
light of this information, it is no surprise that
our old girls enjoy getting together with their
schoolmates. So, what about the 1975 year
group?
Twelve girls finished Year 12 in 1975 and they
have become great friends. The school Captain
for that year, Carla Gaiety, became the ‘lynchpin’
of the group, the person who has organized,
invited and kept the friends in touch. It is clear
from talking with them, that their friendships are
based on mutual trust, shared history and their
mutual valuing and support of each other in
times of stress.
Carla said that she is proud of the achievements
of her friends. “They are an intelligent group,”
she said. A number became teachers, including
herself. One, Karen Mutton, became an author
and another, Michele Allen, is Chancellor of
Charles Sturt University.
Yet Carla says that it is more important that the
group have been through hard times and good
times together, that they have shared aspects
of their lives with each other. In particular they
shared the desire to combine motherhood with a
career, a goal that was “new for my generation of
women,” said Carla. Her female friends “gave me

strength and support. Some members of my class
had great expertise in their fields such as Deirdre
Green who was head midwife of her nursing unit.”
The group’s friendships after school can be seen
as a continuation of their school years too.

Some of my fondest
memories are of my
friends I met in
Years 1 and 2.
We spent the whole
school journey together…
the camaraderie we
had at school has lasted
throughout our lives since,
and kept us coming back
to each other.
Current School Captain, Claire Blayney, joined
some of the group for afternoon tea recently and
she asked them about how different Danebank
was in 1975. The group observed that the
seventies was an era of social change and there
were changing expectations for girls. There were
more opportunities for women in the sciences
than previously and many girls were attracted to
Nursing or Teaching degrees.

In Year 9 with Mr Rocks, Science Teacher.

The group celebrated 40 years at the Altitude Restaurant, in Sydney last December.

Maths was not a recognised full subject at
Danebank back then. Instead, the girls learnt a
school-devised Maths program. Interestingly,
though, a number of their English books are
still taught today in schools – ‘Tess of the
D’Urbervilles’, ‘Lord of the Flies’, plus the poet, TS
Eliot.
The group made a variety of observations about
their school years:

“We were fun-lo
We had a silly frog race a

“I remember I had green hair at Speech Day
and it must have bee

“We wore hideous bloomers for spor

“There weren’t enough of us to sit for
Penshurst Girls High S

“I thought that Mrs Horne was a wonderful te
commendable work ethic and we

“We recorded our music on a

“We had teachers who w
– Mrs Tisdell an
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In Year 12

Claire was impressed by the group’s affection
for each other. “It is clear that these ladies have
had real connections for 40 years,” she said. Carla
added, “but after 40 years, our personalities are all
still the same!”

oving at school.
at the swimming carnival.”

because I had swum in the old pool that day
en over-chlorinated”.

rt. But we liked our Year 12 uniform.”

the HSC at school, so we had to go to
School for the exams.”

So whether it’s source is biology, shared memories,
reconnection with one’s youth or help in times of
need, staying connected with their school friends
has been good for this group of women. The 1975
group have made it clear that their school friends
have become very special parts of their lives and
that this is well worth celebrating.

eacher. She modelled excellent teaching skills,
stayed in touch for many years”.

an LP (long playing record)”.

were great role models
nd Mrs Wright.”
Newspaper clipping from 1971,
L-R: Carla, Karen, Heather, Anne.

A tribute to

For I am convinced that
neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39
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When we featured Mrs Rickards in the 2014 edition of this magazine, we
couldn’t know how events would unfold for her. In fact, she battled with
cancer for a number of years but not many people were aware of it. This is
because she chose not to talk about her trials with the disease. Mrs Rickards
battled on and she showed courage and caring right up to the end. A
number of her colleagues at Danebank received kind notes from her in the
few weeks before her death. It seems that she knew it was coming and she
chose to focus on upholding others as part of her last generous actions.
Not only was she a fine role model and caring person, but she was also a
fine teacher. She taught hundreds of Danebank girls English and History
before her leadership abilities were acknowledged and she was promoted
to the position of History Co-ordinator. She was later promoted to Deputy
Principal.
Mrs Rickards retired from teaching in 2004 but she returned to Danebank
as our first School Archivist until early 2015 when she resigned. In this time,
she co-wrote the publication ‘Danebank Celebrates 75 Years’ and, for many
years, she was also Patron of the Old Girls Association. In acknowledgement
of her contribution, Danebank has established the Dian Rickards History
Prize which is given at Speech Night to a student who displays excellence in
the study of History.

Danebank has been blessed to have had Mrs Rickards as part of the school
for so many years. Her Christian heart and her compassion combined with
her dignity and personal modesty touched many people. She helped many
girls at the school and the outpouring of affection from old girls when she
passed away was in itself an amazing legacy. There were around 200 online
messages from old girls. Some of the messages are listed below.

Mrs Rickards had a genuine concern for the welfare of every student.
She knew the name of every girl, her door was always open, her presence
calming. A very special person. Lindsay

She made a point of knowing who everyone was and she genuinely
cared for all of us. She was a very elegant and graceful woman who was
sincere and calming. What a fantastic role model for all of us. Talia

Mrs Rickards personally took an interest in all the students and I remember she came to every single
one of my public speaking competitions even if they were after school hours! She was a constant
encouragement to me and everyone around her. Her peaceful and gracious nature was admired by
all and she was a beautiful example of a life lived for our Lord. What a wonderful woman who will be
missed greatly. Michelle

She listened when you needed an ear. Thank you Mrs. Rickards for
instilling so much goodness in all the Danebank girls, my daughter will
not forget, nor will I. In God’s arms! Sally

What an outstanding godly women, always committed to her best and
bringing out your best. She was a fine educator and passionate about
Danebank. Some teachers leave you a different person than when you
started their class... Mrs Richards was one of those teachers. Francy

So many fond memories of this beautiful teacher... so calm and elegant...
she gave me my passion for history. I am a better person for having
had her in my life... I hope she knew how many hearts and minds she
touched. Tess

Thank you, Mrs Dian Rickards, for gracing our lives.

2015 was a year when Danebank girls achieved at
high levels. In particular, a range of opportunities
led to students representing their school in state,
national and international arenas. The most
significant of these were:
INTERNATIONAL
1. Cheryl Chan, Year 12, was selected to represent
Australia at an international Science Seminar that
was held in London.
2. Two teams of Dragon Boaters represented us
in Italy and eight of those students represented
Australia in Canada.
3. Nine students were presented with Gold Duke
of Edinburgh Awards.
4. A group of students and staff travelled to the
Katoke Lweru School in Tanzania where they
assisted and learned about life at the school.
NATIONAL
1. Gemma de Oliva, Year 11, was selected to
attend the National Art School.
2. Imogen Stewart, Year 4, represented NSW
at national championships in a range of long
distance running events. Imogen currently holds
12 world records for 800 - 3,000 metre races in
her age group.
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STATE
1. The school was delighted with the Higher
School Certificate results of the 2015 cohort. Five
students received All Rounder Awards, 84%
attained ATARs over 70 and all students qualified
to enrol in tertiary degree courses.
2. Emma-Lucille Blayney, Year 9, received an
award for her ‘Red Poppy Project’, a community
service project which honoured fallen servicemen
from the wars.
3. Rebekah Oliver, Year 11, competed at the
representative Archdale Debates.

Above left: Five All Rounder Award winners (HSC 2015).
Below L-R: Cheryl Chan, Annabelle Sheahan, Imogen Stewart.

FAITHFUL HEARTS
The school’s strong emphasis on servant
leadership reflects the motto Ut Prosim (That I
May Serve) and the girls continued to support a
range of worthwhile causes. Students supported
a diverse range of community service activities
including giving assistance to the homeless,
support for a national focus on mental health
as well as organizing events that led to students
donating cash and goods to many worthwhile
causes.

VISITS FROM OLD GIRLS
We appreciated the visits of:
Elizabeth Brown (2008), who spoke at the High
Achievers Assembly
Annabelle Sheahan (2013), who was guest speaker
at the Year 12 Afternoon Tea.
Kate Fitzsimons (2009), who spoke to senior
students about maintaining safe travel
arrangements.
Jessica Taubert (2000), who was guest lecturer
at the Ruby Payne Scott Science and Technology
Lecture.

An exciting Old Girls vs. Students & Teachers Water Polo Match
This year’s match was truly exciting, with both sides displaying terrific skills
and determination. Both teams went charging through the water and there
were many shots that just missed, hitting the crossbar above the goal and
bouncing back into the pool. Both teams continued sweeping up and down
the pool and going for goals. Passes and team work were fantastic and
there were some great saves by both goalies.
The Old Girls prevailed again, winning 9-5. Old Girls were ahead by 1 goal
after the first quarter and it was only towards the end of the match that
they took a clear lead. Current students fought till the end. Congratulations
to both teams.
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Old Girls Association

As I write this contribution for the Directions
publication and I reflect on what the last
12 months has brought, I find myself a bit
sentimental because there have been some big
changes for the Old Girls Association Committee
members. We said goodbye to two of our long
term Executive members, Christine Lane and
Maxine French (sisters none the less!) who have
both retired from their very long associations
with the OGA as Treasurer and Secretary
(respectively). Their presence and positive
natures have been missed at recent meetings
but we have had new members join and we aim
to continue to grow the group of dedicated
committee members to drive the OGA forward.

fabulous school, Danebank, we also work hard
towards ensuring that we can grow the numbers
and diversity of Old Girls we engage and enjoy
opportunities for connection with them.

At the AGM in March the 2016 Committee
members were elected as listed below.

The other main event was this year’s Old Girls
versus the Current Students Water Polo match
which was a thriller! Both sides showed great
endurance. They kept attempting to shoot goals
and out-swim each other up and down the pool.

While we continue to marvel that the number
of great and accomplished women that we
showcase in Directions have come from our

One of the highlights of the year was the
2015 Annual August Fest event. This was an
opportunity for Old Girls across the years to
get together and catch up. Given that 2014 was
a success, last year’s event was again held at
The Loft in the city where Old Girls across years
enjoyed High Tea while they caught up. We have
made a decision to hold this annual event at The
Loft to ensure the event is a consistent feature in
the Old Girls annual calendar.

2016 OGA Committee Members
President		
Assistant President
Secretary		
Treasurer		
Social Committee
		

Petty Heather
Noelene Weatherby-Fell
Matina Litsas
Christine Lane (Advising as needed until replacement found)
Lynel Bailey-Gray, Sally Mizoshiri, Lauren Culbert,
Justine Sealey, Esse Rowlands.

Our key dates for the next 12 months:
August Fest 2016		

Sat 20 August 2016

AGM 2017			

Wed 8 March 2017

Autumn Fair 2017

Sat 13 May 2017

August Fest 2017		

Sat 19 August 2017

entered Year 7. We actively participated in the
Autumn Fair and Open Day and the Year 12
Valedictory Service and Dinner. We attended the
Carols Services and Speech Night and we took
great pleasure in being able to speak to Year 12
about the Association and the benefits for the
Girls leaving the school to stay connected.

2016 OGA Citizenship Award recipient,
Isabella Cole, Year 12
In terms of social media presence our LinkedIn
page continues to gather momentum. We
have over 170 connections (and growing each
week). This is a great platform for our members
to connect with each other – especially from a
networking perspective. If you know anyone who
should be connected to us, please feel free to
give them a gentle nudge our way. Additionally
our Facebook page continues to grow in
popularity with more than 530 members.
We also enjoy the participation we have in the
lives of the current Danebank girls. Thus, we were
extremely happy to be able to award the Old
Girls Association Citizenship Award to Isabella
Cole in Year 12 who was an extremely deserving
winner. Additionally we continued to offer the
e-Text subsidy for Old Girls whose daughters

DanebankOGA
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I know we don’t need to remind our members
but we look forward to any ideas for progression,
comments or feedback from you all (or any
friends of the Association). Please feel free to
contact us at:
oldgirls@live.com.au
Danebank Old Girls Association
PO Box 349 Hurstville BC NSW 1481
Alternatively, like our Facebook page – Danebank
Old Girls Association, or feel free to send us a
request to connect with you via LinkedIn- and we
hope to hear from you soon.
As stated at the beginning of this publication,
I’m an old girls tragic and I had great pleasure
in reading all of the achievements and
accomplishments of all of our Alumnae – in all
their differing walks of life. I am sure you will
all enjoy the articles as much as I have and we
look forward to seeing what the next 12 months
brings for all Danebank Girls.
Petty Heather, OGA President

danebank-old-girls-association

C A R E E R S

science

technology

engineering

mathematics

The study of STEM Subjects
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
are said to teach important skill-sets
that have provided the foundations
for our modern industrial and corporate world.
It is also said that there are too few women
working in these fields, especially working
in Technological and Mathematical areas.
Yet, it has been interesting for the Directions team
to find that there are many Danebankians
working in diverse STEM Fields.

For Catherine King (2010), the digital world holds exciting possibilities for
her work in visual effects. In particular, current technologies give her “the
potential for creative options,” and the future is full of promise as digital
developments continue to evolve. She currently works at Channel 9 in
Sydney as an On Air Motion Graphics Designer.
Her journey to this point started at school. In Year 11 she opted to take
the Multi Media course, taught by Mr Mark Gregory. She was hooked from
the start. “Only six schools in the state offered the course at the time,” she
explained, “maybe because of equipment demands. Danebank had a lot
of equipment and resources and Mr Gregory’s enthusiasm made it cool
straight away. I worked out that this was fun and that’s where it started.”
After completing her schooling, Catherine enrolled in a Bachelor of Digital
Media course at the University of New South Wales. At the same time she
was offered part time work at Danebank as a Film Intern in the Marketing
and Communications Department. She stayed in her role at the school for
three and a half years, making films and thereby “practicing the technical
skills that I was learning at uni and being creative too.”

23

Catherine, Year 12

with scientists and generating extremely detailed
physically accurate images. For example, 2014
saw the creation of the most scientifically accurate
visual representation of a black hole to date for
the film ‘Interstellar’. This was a huge milestone for
both the film and science communities.”
Catherine returned from England and began
working at Channel 9. “I’d never really noticed
the graphics on television before. There are title
sequences, in-story infographics, promos and visual
representations of a variety of things…
Part of our challenge is to find a visual way to
represent what is being said.”
The other big challenge is the time factor. She
works primarily on the graphics for the Today
Show in the mornings and “work starts at 3.00am
and the graphics have to be prepared before
the show starts on air at 5.30am. Sometimes
a breaking news story will come in and there
will only be a few minutes to prepare the
graphic before it is broadcast.” The evening
News broadcasts “are the most important,” she
explained. “Generally there will be about six
people working on it throughout the day and a
surprising amount of work goes into them.”
After completing her Bachelor’s Degree,
Catherine departed on an adventure to England
where she was accepted to study the Masters of
Visual Effects course at Ravensbourne. “It was
artistic,” she explained, “more about the creative/
design aspect of working digitally. Visual effects
have so much more potential for story-telling.
Today there is more and more power in the
technologies that enable us to make creative
content.” Her London experience was “amazing.
It’s a bigger industry over there with post
production houses for films. I met and talked with
people who were working on feature films.”
She is excited about the future of her industry.
“The images that can be created, that are being
created in films today, are amazing,” she said. “We
are not just creating imagery for entertainment
purposes anymore, now we are collaborating

When asked about the lack of women working
in technological fields, she said, “it is a maledominated field, but more and more females
are entering from design side.” She offered
today’s young women words of encouragement.
“Technology is difficult but it’s definitely the future
and girls shouldn’t be discouraged,” she said, “and

it’s a lot easier to pick up the technicalities when
you’re younger. A wide skillset and knowledge
base is becoming more and more important,
especially in terms of employability. Expose
yourself to as many different areas as possible
and gain an understanding of design, coding,
hardware and software. Employers are impressed
if someone can make their own website for
instance but can also edit videos and use 3D
software.”
In all, Catherine is enjoying the experience of
working in a Department as part of a team.
“They’re a nice group of people,” she said. As well,
it is exciting to be part of the digital world that
focuses on evolving new technologies and thereby
offering her new options to express her creativity.

Catherine with her sister Brianna (2014)
and her mum.

Catherine’s show reel can be found at catherineking.co
Her favourite film from time working at Danebank was ‘Kindy’s New Shoes.’
It can be found at www.youtube.com/watch?v=zageYlHM1Jo
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Samantha Bridge (1996) has worked as a Veterinary Nurse for 20 years
and yet, at school, she would not have predicted that career path for
herself. She thought she was destined to work in the police force or the
ambulance service but, when her first choice for work experience in Year 10
didn’t work out, she quickly volunteered at the St George Animal Hospital.
She’d always had pets, so she expected a week with sick animals would be
all right.
That was the start. She discovered that she loved the work and she
volunteered at the Hospital after her work experience ended. She is now
very happy with that decision. “It’s very rewarding,” she said, “it’s hands on
and I get to help animals. I see a lot of sick animals getting better each day.
We help them medically and, as they gradually get better, we see them and
their owners become happier. It’s great to watch them leave the hospital
well, with their owners. I really enjoy emergency work.”
The worst situation is when a pet has to be put down. “It’s really hard when
you’ve known the animal for years. It’s a struggle to separate your emotions
Samantha, Year 12

but you have to deal with that. The owners
appreciate that you care.”
Most of Sam’s work is with family pets, cats and
dogs. “I like Labradors best,” she admitted, “but
other animals are also brought in for treatment.
I’m not a big fan of rodents or birds,” she said.
“When I worked at St George Animal Hospital, the
local pound was also part of the hospital, so a lot
of unusual animals came through the doors such
as an echidna, possums, sheep and bats, some of
which we cannot handle, like bats, unless you are
vaccinated as they carry lyssavirus and rabies.”
When asked about unusual cases, Sam explained,
“we had a cat eat 15 hair elastics, another
ate the magnetic letter ‘t’ from the Sesame
Street alphabet. A Labrador ate a large marble,
another ate a corn cob. As odd as it is to find
out what these animals have swallowed, not all
these objects show up on an X-Ray. All these
procedures required surgical removal.”
When it comes to treatments, “fleas are a huge
issue with both dogs and cats which can cause
a number of different skin problems. Dogs and
cats get a number of medical problems which
are similar to those humans experience, such
as bladder, kidney and gall stones, diabetes,
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cataracts and tumors. Even though animal cancer
can be treated, it unfortunately cannot be cured.”
Sam has had two rescue animals that died of
cancer in their old age.
She considers her time working at Struggletown
Veterinary Hospital, Randwick (2007-2011) as
having had extra attractions. “Even though we
only treated cats, dogs and rodents the ‘Inglis
Horse Stables’ and Equine Clinic for million dollar
race horses was right alongside us and we shared
radiology equipment, so I was able to view some
horses... I could have made a ‘Hall of Fame’
or a ‘Who’s who’ list with all the celebrities
who passed through those doors, such
as Delta Goodrem, Brian McFadden, Gary
McDonald.”
Today, Sam works in a busy practice, at
Beverly Hills Animal Hospital. She is one of
four Nurses working there. “It’s a team
environment and the support is very good.”
Sam’s advice to anyone thinking of a career
as a Veterinary Nurse is to “volunteer and
work your way up.” She completed her TAFE
training by sitting for a Certificate IV in
Veterinary Nursing. She has since expanded
her knowledge through various courses.

“Even though I have been a veterinary nurse
for 20 years, there is an endless amount of
learning you can still achieve. Everything from
minor courses run by sales representatives like
cardiology seminars and Hills Pet food Nutrition
learning to a Diploma of Veterinary nursing and
Critical Care Nursing all of which help you in
numerous ways in your field of work.”
As an experienced Veterinary Nurse, Sam has
notched up some accolades. She had an article
published in the Australian Veterinary Nurses
Journal, a national magazine for registered
nurses, based on work she did with “my old
cat Jack,” that had an Intrathoracic mass. In
2013, she was also nominated as one of the
top 20 Veterinary Nurses of the Year, nationally.
When asked her advice to pet owners to keep
their animals healthy, she said that regular sixmonthly check-ups are essential. The
other main advice is to make sure to use any
medication given exactly as prescribed.
As a lifelong learner in her field, Sam
also completed a Diploma of
Management in 2012. “Maybe I’ll
manage another clinic myself at some
time,” (she has already had that

experience at Struggletown) “or I wouldn’t mind
teaching Vet Nursing at TAFE in the future.”
But for now, she says that her focus remains on
helping the animals. She is very happy to “stick
with what I know. I’ve always loved animals.”

BEST MEMORIES
FROM DANEBANK
1. Playing sports. I looked forward to
the swimming carnival, lunch time
tennis matches and Tildsley Shield
and the Athletics carnival.
2. I have very fond memories of
creating the set design for the
‘Wizard of Oz’ in 1996. This is my all
time favourite movie and I have
become a very big collector of
‘Wizard of Oz’ memorabilia.
3. Favourite teachers – Mrs Rickards,
Mrs Gallagher and Mrs Whyte...
“They were lovely.”

Alyssa Taylor (left) (1992) with
her sister Melinda Taylor (1994)

Alyssa Taylor (1992) could be described as a professional problem solver.
She is a Ceramic Engineer and General Manager of her family owned
company – Taylor Ceramic Engineering. She explained that ninety nine per
cent of her work involves problem-solving and that she finds this “incredibly
rewarding.” This is especially true when she is able to devise a creative
solution that solves a complex problem.
Taylor Ceramic Engineering was founded in 1967 by Alyssa’s parents, David
and Julie. They started with an apparently simple investigation. They wanted
to make a pot that would be suitable for growing bonsai plants. Their
investigations led to their discovery of Alumina (Aluminium oxide) and also
led to the beginnings of their firm.
Alumina, they discovered, was the ultimate material in engineering
ceramics. Why? Because, as Alyssa put it, “Alumina is a pretty good
workhorse… it has exceptional wear resistance (it’s one of the hardest things
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A career in Ceramic Engineering
next to diamond). It is corrosion resistant and has
electrical insulation superior to the conventional
ceramics like porcelain and steatite.” Julie
and David solved their bonsai plant problem.
Then they moved on to manufacture other
Alumina products which addressed industrial
and mechanical difficulties, for Australian and
International clients.
It is no surprise that Alyssa admires her parents’
ambition, ingenuity and their innovative use of
Alumina ceramics. Taylor Ceramic Engineering
made its mark on the world stage contributing to
some cutting-edge technological developments.
The company was involved in the European
Space Agency’s development of the plasma

High Purity Alumina Ceramics Crucibles

L-R: Examples of ceramic tiles for ballistic armour, Ultra High Purity Alumina range

engine. In another world first, Taylor Ceramic
Engineering created synthetic body parts such as
ceramic shoulders, hips and knee joints during
the 1980s. One of these knee joints is on display
at the Powerhouse Museum as part of the ‘Health
and Medical Equipment Exhibition’.
Alyssa worked alongside her parents for many
years and is extremely grateful for their guidance
and wisdom. “It was just wonderful working with
my parents, which is a unique relationship in
itself,” Alyssa reflected, “I was so fortunate to have
the most fabulous mentors right by my side as I
moved through my career.”
Her unique relationship with her parents also
enabled Alyssa to be involved in a number of
ground-breaking projects, all of which have
varied in theme, scale and degree of difficulty.

High density alumina balls
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One notable example was the creation of
ballistic armour for defence force personnel
serving in East Timor. Another was the design
and manufacture of specific blades used in filter
drums for wine production.
The refurbishment of the Sydney Opera House
became the company’s focus in 2000. Taylor
Ceramics created a special tile that took years
to perfect. “These tiles were not made of
Alumina, rather it was a composition we spent
years developing to mimic the look of the tiles
that were currently used on the Opera House,
but have increased longevity in the harsh
environment being close to the sea,” explained
Alyssa. She looks back on this pivotal project with
pride, “I think our ability to adapt, in this case to
take our knowledge base for Alumina and create
other compositions make us unique and help

L-R: X-ray of a ceramic knee joint, Opera House Tiles

us survive in an ever-changing and competitive
market.”
Alyssa has been General Manager of the firm for
14 years and her clients continue to come from
a wide range of industries, varying for example
from aeronautics to microwave technology.
Often Alyssa has a short time frame in which to
solve their problems. As soon as a client calls
she has to act quickly, discussing their needs,
conducting her research then proposing her
solution. “It doesn’t matter that I don’t have
a degree in either [aeronautics or microwave
technology], what matters is the ability to filter
out the parts of engineering that I do know,”
she explained, “then trying to apply them to the
current situation and in most cases this can meet
a client’s requirements.”
We congratulate Alyssa on her achievements
and we wish her every success in the future.
Her career in engineering ceramics has been
“challenging, yet hugely rewarding”. While she
identifies as being a Ceramic Engineer, Alyssa
explained that “if I really had to put a label on
what I am, it’s a problem solver.”

DANEBANK MEMORIES

“I definitely have fond memories
of Mrs Little’s passion for Physics
and I found that very inspiring. I
remember distinctly her sitting me
down and giving pep talks when
my study wasn’t going in the
direction I was hoping it would. I
always felt that all of my teachers
had the time and energy for me.
That is one strong memory I have
of Danebank – the love and care
of my teachers.”

ADVICE FOR
ASPIRING ENGINEERS

“If you’re struggling a bit in
school and doubting yourself,
today is the day to stop, change
that mind-set and start to put
in place structures (teachers,
family, mentors) that will help you
achieve your goals.”

Travelling
Lecturing
Writing
Research...

Dr Jessica Taubert (2000) presented Danebank’s annual Ruby Payne
Scott Science and Technology Lecture last year. Jessica is a Neuroscientist
tasked with investigating the structure and function of the brain. However
she is particularly interested in the field of sensory perception. She spoke
about it to an audience of senior students and staff.
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Jessica, Year 12

Jessica completed her Bachelor’s Degree in
Psychology (“study of the mind”) at Macquarie
University. During those years she undertook
research with animals at Taronga Zoo (Sydney)
and Symbio Wildlife Park (Helensburgh). She was
particularly enthusiastic about the monkeys she
studied and she explained to the audience how
attached she felt to them.
She then completed her PhD at the University
of Sydney where she undertook research in the
area of face perception, “how visual perceptions
work”. She investigated “how we see the world
in response to neural and behavioural stimuli.”
She explained that the brain “makes some visual
stimuli appear different to different people…
the brain decides how we perceive.” Using the
audience as her guinea pigs, she asked them to
gaze at an image of a spinning dancer. To their
surprise, some of the audience witnessed the
dancer spinning clockwise, while others saw it
spinning anti-clockwise. Jessica revealed that
her audience had just experienced the power
of an optical illusion. She explained that our
understanding of how and why this and other
phenomena in the brain occur can lead to
important outcomes.
Jessica has worked at Sydney University in the
Department of Applied Neuroscience where
the team conduct important research into
certain disorders. “The basic questions I work
on in Neuroscience have broad implications for
a number of social and personality disorders,
including Autism and Schizophrenia. At this
stage we also believe that we might be able to
quantify neural and behavioural correlates for
domestic violence and other hate crimes. At the
moment we focus on understanding the neural,
genetic and biological basis for all of these
maladaptive behaviours. Long term goals include
early detection and the development of effective
therapeutic approaches.”
When asked about the most difficult aspects
of her work, Jessica said, “I work in a very
competitive environment. Scientists are made

to compete for funding, publications, students
etc and that aspect of my job adds a lot of
pressure.” Being a scientist at the top of her field
also presents another challenge, in the form
of travel. “Science is an international game,”
she explained. “I have to travel a lot… this is
something that can be very enjoyable but it
can also take a toll.” Dr Taubert has undertaken
research at the National Institute of Health in
Washington which has world-class facilities –
“they have the best technology for imaging
brains”. While at Ivy-league Harvard University,
she had the opportunity to study comparative
Psychology in primates. Neuroscience has also
taken Jessica across the Atlantic, to Georgia and
Belgium, where she has carried out multiple
post-doctoral research projects. Despite, the fact
that travelling around the globe comes with its
challenges, working in different countries with
different people has proven to be an enjoyable
and rewarding experience.
Dr Jessica Taubert was a most enthusiastic
speaker. When asked her advice for any students
considering a career in Science, she told them:
“Don’t hesitate. Being a scientist is a truly
rewarding career path and one that can open the
world to you. Its OK if you don’t have a plan or
know where to start, just do what you’re good at
and passionate about and the rest will follow.”

Danebank Swim Team 1999. Jessica, top row, right.

BEST MEMORIES FROM DANEBANK
“I have many fond memories of my
time at Danebank and I draw on many
skills I learned there. For instance, in
Year 11, I won the senior school public
speaking competition; much to my
surprise because until then even the
thought of speaking in public made
me feel ill. Now I am asked to speak all
the time - at international conferences
and at different universities around the
world - and I love it.
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I can also remember Mrs Rootham
teaching us the basics of science, in
Year 7. In fact, I was lucky enough
to have her teach me Science and
Biology all the way through senior
school. She had a very colourful way
of explaining genetic theory that I
must have encoded very deeply
because I am now trying to use those
theories to explore new avenues for
my own research.”

Mathematics
Those who work at the highest levels of Mathematics describe the most
effective formulas as ‘beautiful’. There is simplicity and harmony, they
say, in expressing complex natural phenomena through Mathematics.
Mathematicians are problem-solvers who delineate the patterns in the
universe and create structures for future advances.
“Mathematics,” says Joanne Mikl (2002), “has many applications and a great
diversity of problem solving capabilities. Mathematics carries into every area.
It is logical, it provides proofs and it underlays all other areas of science.”
Joanne has recently completed a PhD thesis in which she has combined
her love of Mathematics with her love of Gymnastics. In her thesis, titled,
“All Spun Out: Limits of Aerial techniques when performing somersaults,”
Joanne investigated and quantified mathematically a very specific human
Joanne on a trip to Cambridge.

Photos left and right are of Joanne somersaulting and doing some preliminary measurements on herself.
The colours are showing body links and the numbers are joint angles.

bio-mechanical action. That is, how the twisting
motion performed in a somersault, can be
expressed as Mathematical equations. “We only
had limited understanding about how people
rotated,” she explained, “and previous research
had concentrated on males.” So, in collaboration
with the NSW Institute of Sports, Joanne set
about investigating this action in adults and
children, males and females.
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“I wanted to prove the bio-mechanical actions using
equations, to show the various rotational states
and how this differs depending on the subject’s
inertial properties related to body proportion and
size. The equations would then determine the skills
achievable.”

She explained that, before beginning the
research, she “already had the idea to
concentrate on something to do with movementbased self-rotation. I was interested in how divers
and gymnasts, and astronauts in the 1970s, used
their bodies while in a mid-air somersault.”

In terms of her research findings, Joanne said,
“It is clear that certain body types have a natural
advantage in performing these rotations.” But “this
is a very new field of study in Australia,” she said.
She believes that her PhD’s main strength is that
it is “fundamental research… They (the equations)
are a small building block in a large building.” Her
findings provide important beginnings for further
research in this field.

She said she was fortunate to be given the
opportunity to develop her thesis her own way.

Joanne’s love of gymnastics came from her mother,
Pam, who was a gymnast herself. At school, and

afterwards, Joanne competed up to level 10. She
has also been involved in coaching and judging.
Her extraordinary flair for Mathematics was also
evident at school. She was accelerated in the
subject throughout secondary school and she
scored outstanding results in all external measures.
When she moved on to university, Joanne was
awarded an Honours Degree in Engineering
(Biomedical). She was also awarded the University
Medal for Engineering in 2008.
She is keen to encourage young students with
a flair for Mathematics to consider studying
Engineering at university. “Engineering sounded
cool to me,” she explained. For young students
who have a similar flair in Mathematics, Joanne
recommends to “always use your strengths. Don’t
take a narrow view. Think creatively about how you
can use your gifts.”

Joanne described her PhD thesis as containing
“up to 100 pages of mathematical equations.”
This took her the equivalent of four years full
time to complete. She said that she enjoys the
world of academia and she would like to continue
working in research. However, since grants in her
field are typically based on a four year cycle, and
this year is both a national election year and an
Olympic year, she is not yet sure exactly where
her next exciting challenge will lie.
It is clear through Joanne’s dedication that
her formulas provide in-depth Mathematical
explanations of this complex bio-mechanical
action. But more than this.
We congratulate her for her achievement, in
particular because she has created a new way to
admire the beauty of a mid-air somersault.

Pathway to a

One of the most significant and life-changing events for Breanna Sip
(2015) was when her family moved to China for a year. During this time
Breanna was fortunate to travel widely throughout China and whilst
living in Suzhou, she volunteered to work in a local orphanage. Both of
these experiences had an immense impact on her life. She witnessed
children living in extreme poverty, a daily reality for many of the world’s
children, and she felt a fervent sense of helplessness. As a result of these
experiences, Breanna at the age of 12, decided to pursue a career in
Paediatrics.
Breanna volunteered at the Wuzhong Orphanage (Suzhou, Jiangsu
Province) one day a week for a year. Along with several other expatriates
who were granted access, she was tasked with washing and feeding
babies and children. Conditions at the orphanage were difficult. Due to
the scarcity of resources, several babies often shared a cot and clothing
and nappies were rationed. Babies were bathed only once a week, due to
numbers of children and limited staff.
The children loved the comfort and attention provided by the volunteers.
Breanna, who had never changed a nappy, learnt quickly. “I got pretty
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Breanna, Year 12

close to quite a few of them,” revealed Breanna.
She remembers fondly the time she and her
mum brought boxed juices into the orphanage
to provide much needed Vitamin C. It was
challenging to teach the babies and children how
to suck through a straw. “It was the little things
like that… it was like ‘wow you’ve never had that
opportunity’. So it was nice to give something to
them. It was very rewarding,” she explained.
The bond that she developed with the children
made it even more difficult for Breanna. In reality,
there was only so much she could do for them.

“Sometimes we felt
very helpless”
“We had to trust that God had a plan for them
and He was going to look after each and every
one. I remember nursing a very sick little baby
girl who lost her struggle with life later in the
week. It was tough,” she said.

Breanna returned to Australia to continue her
schooling. She completed her HSC last year
and achieved an ATAR of 97.95 which qualified
her entry into a new course, Bachelor of ‘PreMedicine, Science and Health’ (Pre-Med) at the
University of Wollongong. Breanna’s priority
was to gain entry straight into undergraduate
Medicine; hence she sat the compulsory UMAT
(Undergraduate Medical Admissions Test) in July
of the HSC year - receiving an above average
score. However the limited places available make
this an extremely difficult pathway. Realising this,
Breanna had considered several other medicalbased Science degrees, but after attending open
days at several different universities, she chose
the new Pre-Med course on offer at Wollongong,
which aims to prepare students to qualify for
Graduate Medicine.
Prior to starting, Breanna was thrilled to receive
two scholarships at the University of Wollongong.
These are the Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship
and an academic scholarship from the Science
faculty. Interestingly, both scholarships are based
on academic results but they also take into

account extra curricula achievements, such as
Breanna’s Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award and her
community service endeavours.
Breanna has remained excited by Pre-Med since
she started the course. It allows students to ‘learn
like doctors’ with case study-based classes and
skills-driven learning, all designed to simulate
a hospital environment. Breanna applauds the
course because it is very ‘hands on’. “Straight up,
we got to look at cadavers and started in-depth
learning about the body,” explained Breanna.
“We really get to be exposed to actual medicine.
Last week I held a human heart for the first time.”

Breanna with her Year 12 Design & Technology
Major work - 2015. She came third in the State.

BEST MEMORIES
FROM DANEBANK
House Festivals and swimming
carnivals: “The feeling that you get,
everyone is supporting together.
They were great community days.
It’s different at Danebank. You
don’t find that anywhere else”.
Biology classes: “Mrs Lim… made
Biology fun. She was a very
structured teacher… she made it
make sense and fuelled my passion
for this subject.”
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Every two weeks, people from the post Graduate
medical school run practical workshops for
the students, providing tips on how to get
into Graduate Medicine. Breanna recalls one
workshop where they had to work in teams
to figure out what was wrong with a pretend
patient. “It certainly makes you feel like you are
on the path to doing Med, even though we’re not
there yet,” laughed Breanna, “it gives us hope that
we’re going to get there.”
However, the road can’t always be smooth. Her
dream took a hit when at a university open day
she was told by a member of the profession that
she would need a ‘black belt in karate’, if she
wanted to succeed as a doctor. “He obviously
judged what I looked like, knowing very little
about the passion I held for medicine. He
thought ‘you’re not going to make it, because
you need to toughen up’,” explained Breanna.
What he didn’t know is that, when faced with
this criticism, Breanna’s desire to study medicine
strengthened. “Steely resolve is in my DNA,” she
declared. “I’m the type of person if someone says I
can’t, I do it.”
Without a doubt, her determination, enthusiasm
and persistence, along with her desire to help
others, are the reasons why Breanna is now
studying Pre-Med. We wish her every success as
she continues along her declared career pathway
towards becoming a Paediatrician.

2016 OLD GIRLS EVENTS AND REUNIONS
WHEN
WHERE

Sat 20 August, 12.30pm
High Tea at The Loft
3 Lime St, Sydney

CONTACT

oldgirls@live.com.au

2011 5 YEAR REUNION
WHEN

WHERE
CONTACT

15 October 2016
Danebank PAC Foyer
jane.rees@danebank.nsw.edu.au

1996 20 YEAR REUNION
WHEN
WHERE

WHAT
CONTACT/RSVP

PAYMENT

10 September 2016
Danebank School Tour: 2.00pm
Dinner: Waterfront Function Centre, Sans Souci
A sit down 3-course dinner with a 90s friendly DJ $90/head.
RSVP by Thurs 30th June + full payment
Danielle Graber (dgraber23@gmail.com) or
Leanne Gaudry (leanne.gaudry@bigpond.com)
www.facebook.com/groups/456438197873241
$90 Direct Deposit (using your name as the description):
Acc name: Danebank 96 BSB: 923 100 Acc: 34570607

1976 40 YEAR REUNION
WHEN

WHERE
CONTACT
COST

23 September 2016, 7pm
Novotel, Brighton Le Sands (partners invited)
Lynda Tooth Lynda.tooth@act.gov.au
Seafood Buffet Dinner $85 pp plus drinks
Deposit required: $25 deposit pp

Tour of Danebank - 24 September 2016, 10.30 am
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We are not sure of when this
photo was taken, only that it is
from the 1940s showing older
children in the playground.
It is clear that the school
population was growing
annually and, by this time,
there were more children in
upper primary years.

1946

1936

School numbers were
increasing and Miss Roseby
Ball appointed teachers for Art,
Music, Elocution and French
to assist her and her assistant
teacher.

Kathy Wainwright won the
100 metres freestyle at the
Commonwealth Games held in
Jamaica. She returned to school
to a heroine’s welcome. The
Boarding School also moved to
a property on The Avenue that
year.

1966

1956

When asked for her memories,
one of the girls from that year
wrote “I clearly recall our grey
uniforms, including stockings,
brown lace-up shoes and
green shirts. We wore ties, and
hats of course. We wore grey
tunics, there was no summer
uniform as such… I recall one
other girl and myself attended
the Alliance Francaise external
exam, and we both obtained
a certificate. Neither brought
it to school the next day, not
wanting to seem boastful, and
we both got a telling-off from
Mrs Cowell...”
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The Drama Club, Stages
Unlimited, was rolling along
presenting shows in Heslop
Hall. They staged two
productions that year, ‘Annie’
and ‘Aladdin’.

1986

1976

The school appointed its first
Sports Captain, Karen Slater,
who said in the Magazine that
year, “I found the task difficult
but most rewarding.” She also
noted that new sports were
introduced that year – hurdles,
volleyball, hockey, discus, shot
put and javelin.

Finally a full-sized gymnasium
was opened after years of
managing with the mini gym
in the middle of the school.
A special ‘Back to Danebank’
reunion was also organised for
ex-students.

2006

1996

The School opened its own
Uniform Shop, the Junior
School Band was established
and the Prep School began
operations in Sylvan Cottage
on The Avenue.

Danebank Old Girls Association
PO Box 349 Hurstville BC NSW 1481
oldgirls@live.com.au

